[The demand for homes in old age].
A study is reported of the utilization of non-clinical institutional care (geriatric and old people's homes) by the elderly inhabitants of Mannheim (pop. 306,000). The aim of the research was to establish the probability of admission to institutional care of an elderly person from this population, and to examine the influence of socio-demographic features. Under the West German health insurance system, most of the long-stay care of the elderly is provided not in hospitals but in nursing and geriatric homes. Data were collected on age at admission, place of residence before admission, duration of stay, age at death and place of death, as well as on the financial basis of care. The data were gathered retrospectively, the sample consisting of all inhabitants of Mannheim over 65 years old who died in the year 1982 (N = 2,585). At any given time only about four per cent of the elderly population will be in institutional care. In this respect, Mannheim is typical for the Federal Republic of Germany. However, the research findings demonstrate that approximately one elderly person in five will spend the last period of his life in this type of care. Seen in this light, the geriatric and old people's homes acquire a much greater social significance than is revealed by the number of institutional places alone.